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Rabbit Reader
By Alexa Barnes
Since it is getting close to fair time once again, I thought this edition should be about showmanship and other things you need to know for the fair. 
Showmanship
· What to Wear:
· Try to wear black pants and a white, long-sleeved, button-up shirt. You can wear a nice western shirt if you want, but the judges usually prefer white. 

· The judge prefers you don’t wear a hat of any kind. This reduces eye contact with the judge.  If, however, you need to wear a hat, please push it back away from your face so the judge can see your eyes.
· Do not wear bright nail polish. It distracts the judge while you are handling your rabbit.  Also do not wear any rings or bracelets.
· Rabbit’s Appearance

· Your rabbit should have its nails trimmed. However, they should be trimmed at least a week prior to the fair. You don’t want to cut them the day of the show.

· If your rabbit is a lighter color or has lightly colored feet, you should wash them off.  Their feet often get stained yellow from the urine in their cages.
· Brush your rabbit to remove excess fur.

· Make sure their ears are clean.  You can gently wipe the inside area that you can see with a damp cloth.  Do not put anything inside your rabbit’s ear where you can’t see. 

· Make sure their “bottom” is clean and free from feces.   A gentle stream of warm water under the sink works best.

· Showing
· When taking your rabbit out of its cage, take it out head first. When you put it back, put it in hind quarters first.  The judge starts judging you from the moment you remove your rabbit from its cage.  Never grab it by its ears!
· Always make eye contact with the judge and SMILE!

· Only touch your rabbit when asked by the judge. Get your rabbit set-up on the table and then put your hands at your sides. Don’t pet it the whole time.  If your rabbit moves around, gently move it back into position, and place your hands back at your sides.

· If the judge touches your rabbit, or messes with its fur, you can reach down and brush the fur back into place with your hand, and then place your hands at your side again.

· Be prepared to show someone else’s rabbit. The judge may ask you to switch rabbits with another participant.  (My rabbit was a dwarf, and I had to show a BIG rabbit one year!) 

· Be prepared to show all parts of your rabbit, including teeth and sex, which can be two of the most difficult. 
· Rabbit Care at the Fair

· Make sure your rabbit always has food and water. Feed them as you normally would at home. 

· It can get really hot at the fair so bring ice jugs to put in their cages for them to rest against. We used old milk or juice jugs. Frozen water bottles also work but they don’t last as long. We found that hard plastic containers (like apple juice containers) worked better because we had a couple of rabbits who chewed through the softer plastic on milk jugs.
· Check on your rabbit throughout the day to make sure they are doing ok. 

· Some rabbits also like to chew your ribbons if you place them on their cage after the competitions.  Watch out!  (
· If you do all these things, you should be in the running for the Small Animal Herdsmanship Award!
Call me if you have any further questions or need help.  My phone# is 263-9211 or 785-2281.

Have Fun!  See you at the fair!
Over (

