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Rabbit Reader

By Alexa Barnes

In this issue, I am including questions commonly asked by the judge at the fair. These facts are just good to know in general!   I will be doing a rabbit showmanship workshop at Summer Fun Day on June 27th, at the fairgrounds. Hope to see you there!

Rabbit Facts
· A house rabbit can live up to 10 to 12 years.

· There are over 45 recognized breeds in the U.S.

· Rabbits can be litter box trained.

· A rabbit’s digestive system is similar to a horse and they require daily hay to prevent digestive problems.

· Rabbits cannot vomit and hairballs can be fatal.

· Rabbit teeth grow constantly and they will naturally gnaw wires, furniture, etc.

· Rabbits mate as early as 3 months of age.

· Gestation is 28-31 days and the average litter size is 4 to 12 kits.  (Baby rabbits are called kits).
· Young bunnies should not be separated from their mother until they are 8 weeks old.

· The skeleton of a rabbit and especially the backbone is very fragile and it can break easily when the rabbit is handled improperly or dropped. Legs can break too, if contact is made with a hard surface when a rabbit is struggling violently.

· Rabbits are nearsighted and have a blind spot right in front of them. 

· Rabbits are most active in the early morning and late evening.

· Rabbits are not hares but are closely related. 

· Rabbits have 235 bones and 28 teeth. 

· Rabbits have 3 eyelids. Their eyes are eight times more sensitive than a human.
· A rabbit’s average body temperature is between 99.1 and 102.9.
· A rabbit’s ears are not only involved in sound but in heat regulation. They should NEVER be picked up or restrained by their ears.

· Rabbits keep themselves usually very clean so they do not need baths; however they do need their nails trimmed periodically.  Do not trim too close to the quick (the blood supply).  
· A rabbit that will be used for meat is called a fryer rabbit. 

· Make sure you know what breed your rabbit is and how old it is. 

