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Montana 4-H State Congress 

 Over 50 4-H members and adults attended Teton County 4-H Camp July 19-21 at Camp Rotary near Monarch.  The Teton County 4-H camp is 
organized by teen 4-H members, with support from camp directors and the Extension Office.  Teton County 4-H Camp is one of many educational offerings 
through the 4-H program.  The camp experience allows 4-H camps and other youth to develop a variety of skills as well as confidence and independence. 
 The 4-H camp counselors learn tremendous leadership skills as they plan the theme, decorations, classes, and events at 4-H camp.  The camp 
counselors this year included Skyler Anderson, Kimball Briscoe, Chottie Crary, Connor Hodgskiss, Maggie Leigland, Anne Rice, Dominic Streich, Katie 
Townsend, Cody Ulsh and counselor in training, Liam Breen.  The counselors met several times this spring to make decisions and then spent nearly 30 
hours at a leadership retreat conducted by volunteer camp directors Caroline Rogers, Susan Snyder and Extension Educator, Jane Wolery.  The counselors 
developed a full roster of classes and activities for campers.  They also learned valuable organizational, safety and leadership skills. 
 The campers were treated to a camp filled with “Exploring New Territories with 4-H.”  Campers learned basic flag ceremony skills, made hand-
dipped candles, learned old-time dances such as the Schottische and Virginia Reel, made covered wagons, planted wheat, played homestead games, made 
applesauce and pressed apples for cider.  The campers also had a chance to mine for sapphires and other gems.  The mining class was the only class led 
by an adult.  Susan Snyder gave some history of mining in Montana and a valuable lesson that the sapphires were developed along a fault line and came to 
be under pressure.  She reminded campers that each of us may have a “fault” of our own that may develop into a precious gem under pressure.  Campers 
learned a variety of cooking skills including cooking doughnuts on a stick over a campfire and making biscuits in a Dutch oven.  Members were given a 
chance to learn four-plait leather braiding, develop their archery skills, do some “wagon wheel” weaving and play croquet.  Campers learned about branding 
and roping on the range.  They also got to make marshmallow guns and do some target practice.  The group circled the wagons to teach teamwork skills at 
various points throughout camp.  The campers were treated to real good grub prepared by camp cook, Leona Somerfeld.  Other adults attending camp were 
Jo Lynn Miller as nurse, Lance Stott and Mark Major as chaperones.  The camp greatly benefitted from an “all around good hand” in Laurel Anderson, Teton 
County 4-H Alum who came along to Explore New Territories in 4-H. 
 Most 4-H members who attend camp note that it is one of their favorite events of the summer.  During the Teton County 4-H Camp this year, there 
was a ceremony to Celebrate the Life’s Light of one 4-H member.  In the special ceremony during camp we remembered Charlie Townsend and turned on 
the lights in the open air pavilion which were purchased in honor of Charlie.  A special plaque was hung at Camp Rotary, with a picture of Charlie taken at 4-
H camp in 2005, that was inscribed:  “His light shone brightly while he was here and lit our hearts with joy. Teton County 4-H Camp, held at Camp Rotary, 
was one of Charlie's favorite things. We feel his light is still shining here.”  Charlie’s parents, Pete and Tammy Townsend, and his sisters, Katie and Annie 
Townsend attended the lighting ceremony.  4-H members also held in their hearts others whose light had touched their lives.   
  

Teton County 4-H Camp 

 Teton County 4-H members attended the 81st annual Montana 4-H Congress July 12-15 on the MSU Bozeman campus.  The Teton County 
delegation, while smaller this year, fared well during the conference that includes competitive events, workshops, speakers and entertainment.  Jayelyn 
Ruckman placed third overall in the livestock evaluation contest, placing above 50 other competitors in that event.   The livestock evaluation contest is the 
largest competition during 4-H Congress.  The livestock judging team from Teton County included Connor Hodgskiss, Jayelyn Ruckman, Cody Ulsh and Levi 
Willekes.  The team placed second in the state.  The livestock evaluation contest provides members an opportunity to hone their skills in comparing livestock 
merit and value, determining desirable characteristics, selecting more desirable animals, making decisions and defending them in a logical, well-organized 
manner, and practicing their communication skills while giving reasons for their selections.  Katie Townsend competed in the quilting contest at Montana 4-H 
Congress and received a blue rating.  The quilt contest is evaluated on quality of workmanship, design choices and a presentation about the individual’s quilt. 
 During 4-H Congress, three of the Teton County members spoke on stage before the assembly of around 400 people.  Jayelyn Ruckman carried 
forward a challenge issued by Lexie Sullivan of Old Agency 4-H Club for all 4-H clubs in the state to give $100 to the Montana 4-H Foundation for the Taylor’s 
Challenge.  The Ruth and Vernon Taylor Foundation will match dollar for dollar donations received up to $100,000 for the benefit  of 4-H in the state of 
Montana.  Connor Hodgskiss and Katie Townsend spoke of the generosity of 3 Rivers Communication and Wilbur Ellis for reselling a total of four 4-H livestock 
animals at the recent Teton County Fair to benefit the Montana 4-H Foundation.  They also recognized the four other purchasers of those animals who 
donated directly to the Montana 4-H Foundation – Dr. David Selander, Lyle and Beth Ann Hodgskiss, Northwest Farm Credit Services and Pinetree Livestock/
Shirley Hodgskiss. 
 During the scholarship awards at Montana 4-H Congress, Kacey Gollehon was recognized as the recipient of the Bud Dawson 4-H 
Scholarship.  Gollehon was unable to attend, as she was competing at National FCCLA at the same time.  Teton County 4-H Alum, Lena Heuscher, was on 
hand to help with a variety of tasks at the event from helping with the tech crew running the stage sound, video and lights to organizing contests.  
 The five-member delegation enjoyed a variety of workshops during Congress.  Workshops included choices ranging from producing a mock 
television news production with Montana PBS to doing a food and fitness makeover in Zucchinis to Zumba to learning how to be your own boss in a class on 
web-based entrepreneurship.  Teton County members learned all about using a GPS device, animal science, fitness and robotics during the workshops.  As 
well, they were entertained and enriched through several presentations for the general assembly. 
 Joining the delegation on the last night was Susan Heuscher, Old Agency 4-H member.  Susan was recognized for her outstanding work in the foods 
and nutrition project area.  Heuscher was among a handful of 4-H members who received the top honor of the “State 4-H Award.”  Heuscher completed an 
application this spring that detailed her project work in the area of foods and nutrition, as well as her community service, leadership and citizenship work.  She 
was also judged on her contributions to her community outside of her 4-H work.  Susan Heuscher will enjoy an award trip that will take her to Atlanta this fall 
for National 4-H Congress.  The state award is a prestigious award for Montana 4-H youth, as it reviews the total of their previous three years’ of 4-H project 
work and other contributions. 
  






















