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Extension Contact Information:
Park County Extension Office, 414 East Callender, Livingston Montana 59047

Mary Anne Keyes, mkeyes@montana.edu 222-4159; 
Tracy Mosley; tmosley@montana.edu 222-4157

Michelle Sykes; park@montana.edu 222-4156, 
Fax 222-4199

Newsletter Item Submission:

If you have items for the Newsletter, please email them to park@montana.edu prior to the 25th of the month as we try to mail out on the last week of the month.  
Leaders’ Council
Leaders’ Council will be Thursday, September 10th, at 7:00 pm at the Courthouse Community Room.
We will be going over the Budget, Officer Elections, Volunteer Leader Changes, Fair Wrap Up, and Enrollment forms will be handed out to club leaders.

Leaders’ Council is open to all 4-H members and families.  Council is where decisions are made concerning Park County 4-H projects, fair, and other policies.  Members 14 and up have a voice at these meetings.  Members and families are strongly encouraged to attend to learn more about 4-H. If you are signed up as a leader, you do have a voice in your son/daughter’s success in the 4-H program.  

End of the 4-H Year Wrap Up:

September is the last month of the 4-H Year.  Mary Anne needs to have all the Club Treasure reports turned into her by September 30th, so she can audit them.
The 2010 4-H Year begins in October:

Enrollment forms will be handed out to Club Leaders at the September Council Meeting.  They will be due back to the Extension Office October 28th, with your dues of $11.00 per member and $12.00 for horse members.  If your club pays your dues, turn your enrollment forms into your club leader, so the dues can come in with your enrollment form.  

Volunteer Leaders:  New this year.  
The Montana 4-H Center for Youth Development has developed new policies and procedures regarding Volunteer Leader Screening and Applications which we have to abide by.  The Montana 4-H Volunteer Certification procedures are outlined below.  
VOLUNTEER CERTIFICATION PROCESS

The Montana 4‐H Volunteer Certification process includes completion of:

• Montana 4‐H Volunteer Application

• Montana 4‐H Volunteer Agreement and Standards of Behavior

• Disclosure and Consent form

• Criminal Background Check administered through HireRight

• Check against the Montana Sexual and Violent Offender Registry

• Orientation of accepted volunteers

• Annual re‐enrollment of accepted volunteers

Below are some highlights that are included within the policy:

· All current and new direct volunteers (those that have direct one-on-one contact with youth) will take part in this process.  No volunteers will be “grandfathered” in.  
· This process includes criminal background checks through HireRight (screening company) and name checks against the Montana Sexual and Violent Offenders Registry.  County offices will be checking volunteer applicant names against the Registry and will be entering applicant information on the HireRight website.  The 4-H Center will review information and make a decision regarding acceptance or denial.  

· We will not accept prior criminal background screenings from other entities.  

· The cost is $12 per volunteer.   

Please don’t let this scare you away, as we cannot continue to grow and be as productive to our youth without you.  The forms we will need will be attached to your enrollment form and available from your club leader.  Please turn them into the Extension Office or your Club Leader by October 28, 2009
Fair News:
Missing:

Kim needs the Beef Folder and the 4-H Photography Supply box returned to the Fair Office.
A Huge Thank You:
Thank you to all our Volunteer Leaders, Parents, and Members for making fair a success.  As stated earlier, we will be having a Fair Wrap Up at Council on September 10th at 7:00 at the Courthouse.  
County Fundraiser at the Fair:
Thank you to all the clubs who donated a Silent Auction Basket.  A total of $1389.00 was brought in.  Club checks will be handed out at Council.
Livestock Members and Made In 4-H Sale Members:  
Don’t forget to bring your Thank You cards by the Extension Office so we can check you off as sending one out to your buyers.  No Care, No Check.  

Also, Please don’t forget to thank Jimbo Logan (Logan Auction Service) for auctioneering the sale, and the Bank of the Rockies for volunteering to clerk the sale.  
Fair Premium Checks:

Will be handed out to Club Leaders at the Council meeting.
Fair Awards Process:
During the May 14th council meeting, a new awards and recognition policy was passed.  It focuses on providing recognition to members through five areas.

1. Participation – Awarding members who belong to 4-H.
2. Standards of Excellence - the one-on-one interview judging done at fair, matching the member’s project to industry standards of excellence.
3. Peer Competition – the fair competition where one member’s project is judged against another member’s project and champion is picked.  Rosettes are awarded.

4. Progress towards self-set goals – In this area, project members will turn in an application, their record books, and a letter from a club and or project leader to demonstrate their progress towards self-set goals and project excellence.  Applications will be judged by an awards committee chosen from leaders in the county.  Awards will be given to members who demonstrate project excellence and progress towards self-set goals.

5. Cooperation – Clubs and project groups will be recognized at fair for the service work they provide in their communities.

There is an Award Application at the back of this newsletter.  If you want to earn an award, the application must be turned in by September 30st to the Extension Office.   
Achievement Night:

The date for Achievement Night will be set at the September Council.  Your Leader will be able to fill you in at your October Club Meeting.  
Lost and Found at the Fair:

There are lots of clothes and exhibits left from the fair at the Extension Office.  Stop by or call to see if it is yours.  
Project and Committee Information and Opportunities:
Shooting Sports Leader Training:
There will be a Shooting Sports Leader Training in Bozeman, Friday evening and Saturday, September 25-26, 2009. The cost is $50.00 per adult and $25.00 for teen.  Lunch will be provided on Saturday.  It will begin on Friday from 6:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m. and train all day Saturday from 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.  Lodging is on your own.  

At this time, we need leaders in Air Rifle and Air Pistol.  If any volunteers are interested, contact the Extension Office for a registration form.  Registration forms are due September 14th.  
The next training will be in Kalispell on December 4th and 5th.  

State Horse Show:

The State 4-H Horse Show will be held on October 2-4 in Lewistown.  If any horse members are interested in attending, registration forms can be found at 
http://www.tein.net/~msufergus/Statehorseshow/index.htm
Registration is due September 11th, and must be signed by MaryAnne Prior to sending it in.  
Poultry Members: 
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Dear Montana 4-H and FFA Poultry Members,

I am writing you today to announce an opportunity for 4-H and FFA members who are interested or involved with poultry to attend a nationwide poultry show hosted by the Montana Poultry Fanciers Association (MPFA).  

Every fall the MPFA hosts a nationwide poultry show for all ages.  This years’ show will be held October 10th, 2009 at the Montana ExpoPark in Great Falls, MT. 
During the show we have educational seminars, two open class ABA/APA poultry shows, breed club meets as well as many youth activities including a separate youth show.   4-H and FFA animals are welcome to compete in this show.

For an entry form, premium book or for any questions please contact me at your earliest convenience.   further information can also be found at the clubs website at www.montanapoultryfanciersassociation.com
Sincerely,

Shawna Oostema

Montana Poultry Fanciers, President 

fcclashawna@hotmail.com or (406) 388-2449

NILE: Northern International Livestock Exposition
The NILE will take place October 10th – 17th, 2009.  Items of interest are…
· Merit Heifer Program

· Livestock Evaluation

· Horse Evaluation

· Junior Fed Market Swine, Steer and Lamb Show (underweight animals at our fair could weigh enough to show at the NILE)

· ZIPS SPARKIN LADY, 2009 Filly Raffle Horse

· Sales and Service Contest

· Monday Evening:  All You Can Eat Pizza Party, $5.00 per person

· Tuesday Morning:  Free Pancake Breakfast for all teams

· Much more than I can put down…

Entries to the NILE are due with FULL PAYMENT October 1, 2009.  

If you are interested in the Livestock Evaluation Contest, Contact Levi Keyes at 223-6900

For all other questions or a complete schedule, go online to www.thenile.org
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