
[image: image1.jpg]


[image: image2.wmf] 

Park County 4-H News
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Extension Contact Information:
Park County Extension Office, 414 East Callender, Livingston Montana 59047

Mary Anne Keyes, mkeyes@montana.edu 222-4159; Tracy Mosley; tmosley@montana.edu 222-4157

Michelle Sykes; park@montana.edu 222-4156, Fax 222-4199

Newsletter Item Submission:

If you have items for the Newsletter, please email them to park@montana.edu prior to the 25th of the month as we try to get the newsletter out on the last week of the month.    

Leaders’ Council
Leaders’ Council will be Thursday, July 8th, at 7:00 pm at the courthouse.
Leaders’ Council is open to all 4-H members and families.  Council is where decisions are made concerning Park County 4-H projects, fair, and other policies.  Enrolled members 14 and over, and enrolled volunteer leaders have a voice at these meetings.  Members and families are strongly encouraged to attend to learn more about 4-H. 

A Huge Thank You:
Thank you to all the Camp Counselors!  Camp was awesome!  You all worked hard to make camp a huge success.  Thank you!
Thank you to the clubs who donated money to the Muzzle Loaders headed to Texas to compete at the National 4-H Competition:  4-H Council, Bracketteers, and Westerneers.  You don’t know how much we appreciate it.  And thank you to every one who purchased a rifle raffle ticket to help fund the trip.  The lucky winner was Rocky Myrstol of Clyde Park.  
Jim Sykes, Michelle Sykes, Jesse Sykes, Sara Leffingwell, Jordan and Kalene Amaro.  
A big thank you to the Livingston Rockies for donating $50 for purchasing items for the Hero Packs.

Thanks So Much!

Cheyann Calendrillo.
Fair Information:
Fair Judges Are Needed:

Committee Chairpersons / Superintendents:  We need your fair judge contact information ASAP, so we can send out judge’s packets. If you need help finding a judge, call Mary Anne ASAP, so we can help you find one.  

Kitchen Meeting Scheduled:

There will be a 4-H Fair Kitchen meeting July 14, 2010 at 3:00 p.m. at the fairgrounds kitchen.
Project Superintendents Meeting:
There will be a 4-H Project Superintendent meeting at the Park County Fairgrounds on July 29th, at 7:00 pm.  We will go over fair expectations, hand out fair supplies, and answer any questions concerning fair and your part in it all.  If you cannot attend, please send someone from your committee to represent you.  

Council Fund Raiser/Raffle:
Reminder.  Council Raffle Tickets are due to the Fair Trailer at the Park County Fair.  Please try to Sell, Sell, Sell.  4-H has some incredible opportunities for members, but without funding…

4-H Fair Kitchen – Every 4-Her exhibiting at the fair must work in the 4-H Fair Kitchen.  The proceeds raised from the kitchen go toward 4-H camp, leadership event scholarships, leader training, and many other activities.  Please make sure when it is time for your shift, you are prompt, and do not leave until your replacement has arrived.  Watch for your interview schedule for more information (coming around July 15).
4-H Kitchen Workshop!

Be ready to attend a workshop after the skillathon (July 14, 2010) on what to do and what not to do in the 4-H fair kitchen.  We’ll be seeing whose the best hand washer, who knows how fast germs double, and talking about what to wear in the 4-H kitchen.  The workshop will take approximately ½ an hour. 

Tips for working in the kitchen:  

· You must wear a 4-H apron.

· Long hair must be tied back.

· No open toed shoes are allowed (a.k.a. no sandals)

· Please wear appropriate clothing – no spaghetti straps, no stomachs showing and no saggy pants.
Notes from The Kitchen Committee

We are asking each 4-H’er household to bring two FRUIT pie on the fist day you work in the kitchen.  PLEASE, NO Cream or Pumpkin as they take more refrigeration than we have available.  Things to remember when working in the kitchen; smile, wash hands, tie hair back, no open toe shoes, clean cloths, cashier should be over 21 yrs, fry cook over 16 yrs, be on time, smile and closing club will clean dining hall/kitchen for the next day.   Cloverbuds can only work in the dining hall, and remember to smile.  This year we have decided to work by clubs, names were drawn from a hat; the following schedule shows your clubs scheduled times.
Wednesday August 4th, 







7:00am-11:00am – Bracketeers

10:30am-3:30pm – Paradise Exp

3:00pm-7:00pm – Boulder Builders

6:30pm-10:00pm – Dome MT

Thursday August 5th, 
7:00am-11:00am – Wilsall Wranglers
10:30am-3:30pm – Westerneers

3:00pm-7:00pm – Livingston Rockies
6:30pm-10:00pm – Boulder Builders

Friday August 6th, 
7:00am-11:00am – Westerneers

10:30am-3:30pm – Dome MT

3:00pm-7:00pm – Bracketeers

6:30pm-10:00pm – Livingston Rockies

Saturday August 7th, 
7:00am-11:00am – Paradise Exp

10:30am-3:30pm – Wilsall Wranglers

3:00pm-7:00pm – Dome MT 

Notes from The  Buyers Dinner Committee

As you can see from the Kitchen Schedule, the Bracketeers are on duty during the dinner.  It would be nice if some 4-H members or parents would volunteer to help with the setup/cleanup and serving of the dinner so the Bracketeers will have time to get their animals ready for the sale.  The menu will be a pork dinner served to all from 5:00pm to 6:00pm.  The buyers from the past two years will receive an invitation and a meal ticket.  The buyers picking up a buyers number will receive a meal ticket, everyone else will pay $5.00 for the dinner.

Fair Interviews – For your inside projects and livestock requirement interview will take place on Monday, August 2rd.  Watch for your interview schedule in the mail around July 15.  If you find there will be a conflict with your scheduled time, please contact Mary Anne 222-4159, BEFORE THE FAIR.  
Fair Forms Due:

Don’t forget fair forms were due to the Extension Office Wednesday, June 23th.  After that date there will be a $10.00 late fee charged until July 1st.  No forms will be accepted after July 1st.  

Large Animal Project  Skillathon:

The large animal skillathon for swine, beef, sheep and horse and dog will be on Wednesday, July 14th from 5:00 – 7:00 pm, at the Park County Fairgrounds.  This is Mandatory ! ! !  Call the Extension Office if you absolutely cannot make it.  We will have kitchen trainings throughout the evening.  Plan on staying 30 minutes after you finish your skillathon for the training. 
The Scale will be open during skillathon if you want to weigh your market animals.
Fair Princess Contestants:

Following is the parade and competition schedule for the 4-H fair princess contestants.  

· Thursday, July 2nd Livingston Roundup Parade.  Meet behind the Civic Center at 12:00 p.m.  The parade starts at 3:00 p.m. Mandatory.  

· Saturday,July 24th, Princess Competition at Bev’s Arena, 10:00 
Fair Reminders:

4-H Rodeo:  All contestants are required to wear long sleeve shirts, boots and a hat.  This is for the protection of the contestant. (Forms will be mailed out July 15th.)
Market Livestock Weights:

All market livestock will be weighed one time on Wednesday, August 4th during the livestock weigh-in.  All market animals have a minimum and maximum weight range.  This is to ensure that all 4-H/FFA buyers get a quality product.  Any animals under the minimum weight will be allowed to show, but will not be allowed to sell.  The maximum weight will be used as the sale pay weight for any animal weighing over the limit.  Example:  Betty owns Barney the 4-H pig.  Barney weighs 310 pounds and sells for $3.75/lb.  However, Betty only gets paid for 280 pounds of pig.  

Market Hogs :
Minimum Weight:  205 lbs
Market Lambs:  Minimum Weight:  85




Maximum Weight:  280 lbs


    Maximum Weight:  150
Market Steers:
Minimum Weight:  1000 lbs




Maximum Weight:  1400 lbs 


The scale at the fairgrounds will be open July 14 from 5:00 – 7:00 p.m. for you to check your animal’s weight.  Remember, it is easier to see what they weigh now and help them gain more than to not make weight at fair. 
All Members Selling Livestock & Made in 4-H items:
The 4-H/FFA Sale has been limited to 2 items per member!
The 4-H FFA Market Stock Sale will take place this year on Friday, August 6th.  All members with livestock ARE REQUIRED to continue to care for their animals AFTER the sale through Saturday.  

IDEAS FOR MARKETING YOUR ANIMAL:

The Extension office will be sending out sale brochures July 15th for you to take to prospective buyers.  

All last years buyers are printed on the back of the 2010 fairbook as well as in the sale brochure.  
Sale brochures will also be available on the 4-H website under fair. 
Remember to work on getting buyers for your animal.  When marketing your animal to a person or business, remember:

· Time is limited – have your sales pitch down pat.

· Call ahead and make an appointment.

· Invite them to the Buyers’ Dinner.

· Check with the Extension Office to see if they are on the buyers list.

· Get sale flyers from the office and hand deliver them to the person or business.

· Remember you are asking the individual to support the sale.  If you pressure them into buying your animal, it is likely that you will eliminate him / her as a buyer.

· Have dates and times for events handy.

· You have a quality product to offer.  Don’t forget to tell them about the qualities.

· Thank them for their time and support.

Remember, some businesses may have 10-15 4-H members asking for their support, while others don’t have any.  Go ask a new business this year!  Remember to ask the owner or manager to support the sale by attending and bidding.

Fair Awards Restructured:
Fair Award Criteria.  

1. Participation – Awarding members who belong to 4-H.
2. Standards of Excellence - the one-on-one interview judging done at fair, matching the member’s project to industry standards of excellence.
3. Peer Competition – the fair competition where one member’s project is judged against another member’s project and champion is picked.  Rosettes are awarded.

4. Progress towards self-set goals – In this area, project members will turn in an application, their record books, and a letter from a club and or project leader to demonstrate their progress towards self-set goals and project excellence.  Applications will be judged by an awards committee chosen from leaders in the county.  Awards will be given to members who demonstrate project excellence and progress towards self-set goals.

5. Cooperation – Clubs and project groups will be recognized at fair for the service work they provide in their communities.
Applications are available on our web site under Resources.  
 The applications will be due back to the Extension office by September 1.  Awards will be handed out during Achievement Night.  

Project and Committee Information:
Beef Project Showmanship Clinic:
There will be a Beef Showmanship Clinic following the Skillathon on July 14th, at the Fairgrounds.
You may bring your steer if you want.  The scale will also be open to check the weight.  Questions, contact Wendy Hafer.  

Horse Project Members:

Prefair:
Prefair is set for July 17th at 9:00 am at the Park County Fairgrounds.  This is a dress rehearsal for the horse show at the fair.  The dress code will be in effect.  If you cannot make it to prefair, please email the Extension Office at park@montana.edu or call the Extension Office at 222-4156.
Rabbit Members:

There will be a rabbit showmanship clinic put on by Michelle, Wednesday July 14th at 7:00 in the Sale Barn of the Fairgrounds.  Please bring your rabbit, and a small piece of carpet.  For questions, please call Michelle Sykes 209-2885

Upcoming Events
June

· 27th, Hoof Care & Intro to Natural Horse Clinic.  (no horses)
· 27-July 4th,   National Shoot, Kerrville Texas.

· 28 – July 2nd, Park County 4-H Day Camp

· 30th, Sheep Breeders Grant Applications Due
July
1st.  Last day for Fair Forms 
· 2nd, Livingston Rodeo Parade

· 5th.  Office Closed

· 8th , Council, 7:00pm Courthouse
· 14th, Horse, Dog & Market Livestock Skillathon
· 14th, Rabbit Showmanship Clinic

· 14th, Beef Showmanship Clinic

· Interview Schedule Mailed Out

· 17th, Horse Pre-Fair
· 24th, Princess Competition, 10:00 am 
· 29th, Committee Chair/Fair Superintendent Meeting 7:00 Fairgrounds.
August 

· 2nd – 7th, Park County Fair.
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Watch for your fair interview schedule coming around July 15!
The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA), Montana State University and the Montana State University Extension Service prohibit discrimination in all of their programs and activities on the basis of race, color, national origin, and home economics, acts of May 8 and June 30, 1914, in cooperation with the U.S. Department of Agriculture, Douglas L. Steele, Vice Provost and Director, Extension Service, Montana State University, Bozeman, MT 59717
PAGE  
6

