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Orange Wheat Blossom Midge Presence Confirmed in Liberty County  

The orange wheat blossom 

midge may be a small pest, 

physically speaking, but it 

can pack a powerful punch.  

The insect, first found in 

Montana in 2006, has been 

monitored for in the Golden 

Triangle region for the past 

several years.  Its presence 

was confirmed in nearby 

Pondera County in 2011.  In 

2013 it was confirmed in 

Liberty County as well as 

Toole County.  

 To monitor for the pres-

ence of midges pheromone 

traps were posted in irrigated 

spring wheat fields from the 

time the wheat was 50% 

headed until the wheat was 

finished flowering.  These 

traps were checked several 

times over that time period for two reasons.  First, to confirm 

the presence or absence of the pest.  Secondly, if the pest was 

present, to confirm if it reached an economic threshold of 

nine or more midges per trap.   

 Midges were con-

firmed in both locations in 

southern Liberty County.  

Only small numbers were 

present in traps, much be-

low the economic thresh-

olds.  In Toole County lar-

ger numbers were con-

firmed, and not just in irri-

gated fields or fields near  

bodies of water.  This 

leaves the possibility open 

that while the midge may 

be more prevalent near 

such fields that they are 

not limited in their scope.  

Further trapping will occur 

in subsequent years to de-

termine if the midge has a 

more widespread presence 

in Liberty County.  Liberty 

County Extension will 

continue to provide guidance and research based information 

to growers to help them know how to best control this pest to 

ensure successful and profitable crops. 
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The presence of the orange wheat blossom midge was confirmed in Liberty 
County in 2013.  Note its size in comparison with the fly below.  
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The year 2013 marked the 60th anniversary of the Liberty 

County Extension office.  Remaining a source of reliable, 

research based information has been the focus of the Exten-

sion office for 

those many 

years.  The Ex-

tension office 

continues to seek 

out new ways to 

reach and posi-

tively impact a 

diverse audience 

in the county, as 

well as support 

and provide pro-

gramming in ar-

eas such as 4-H, 

agriculture,  natu-

ral resources, 

horticulture, con-

sumer sciences, 

community de-

velopment and 

estate planning.   

 

GIS Technology Exploration  
The Chester-Joplin-Inverness School District has partnered 

with the Liberty County Extension office, the city of Chester 

and Liberty County to bring geographic information system 

(GIS) technology to the area.   

 Gail Shatkus, C-J-I Vocational Agriculture teacher, has 

taken the lead on this project designed to teach youth about 

GIS and GPS technology.  The basis of the project is to allow 

for better understanding and utilization of current and future 

technologies that will allow Liberty County to be more effi-

cient in real time situations.  Training sessions were provided 

to bring all those involved up to speed regarding technolo-

gies and software.  Students, teachers, county, state and city 

employees were trained in general GPS use as well as GIS 

mapping software , such as Arc Map and Google Earth.  Ap-

plications have real life applications as an area grower has 

already expressed interest in having one of the students in-

volved map out a water line that connects to a nearby com-

munity. 

 It is anticipated that this project, which includes Exten-

sionôs involvement as a resource to the community, not only 

will help science and technology come to the forefront of 

education but will allow the city, county and state preserve 

and maintain resources for future generations. 

Liberty County Extension: Reflections on Serving Liberty County for 60 Years  

Beef Nutrition in Liberty County  
Liberty County Extension in conjunction with Glacier and 

Judith Basin counties presented a beef nutrition workshop to 

area producers to help them remain profitable enterprises.  

With last yearôs widespread drought, availability and cost of 

feed stuffs, many producers were set up for a ñmake it or 

break itò year.  The workshop provided producers with tools 

to help them customize feed programs that maintained nutri-

tion but kept costs to a minimum.  Feed costs account for at 

least 70% of production costs on most ranches.  With the 

rising cost and decreased availability of feed, this workshop 

provided an opportunity for producers to explore options. 

 Dr. Rachel Endecott, MSU Beef Extension Specialist and 

Butch Gillespie, an area producer, presented at these work-

shops, providing both research-based information on forage 

analysis interpretation, winter supplementation, and how nu-

trition will affect reproduction as well as information on lo-

cal available feed stuffs, costs and alternatives.  Ranchers 

went into the winter better equipped to succeed. 

Reflection of Liberty County agriculture, a part-
ner of Liberty County Extension.  (Photo cour-
tesy of Janice Hendrickson)  

Liberty County  

The setting sun illuminates a Liberty County producer who is hard at 
work bringing in a crop.  (Photo courtesy of Janice Hendrickson)  
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Community Involvment  

Mastering the Art of Gardening  
Liberty County Extension collaborated with Hill County 

Extension this year to offer a Master Gardener Level 1 

course to residents of both counties that live away from 

population centers.  Many of these residents donôt have the 

opportunity to take part in Extension programming due to 

long distances.  By bringing the program closer to them 

they were able to reap the benefits.  Eleven paying partici-

pants, along with several spouses, took part in the eight 

week course held in Rudyard, a Hill County community 

located 17 miles east of Chester.  The class was taught by 

Hill and Liberty County Extension agents as well as by 

Toby Day, the Montana State Master Gardener coordina-

tor.  Class participants came from various backgrounds and 

related success stories throughout the year about how they 

used the knowledge gained in the class to improve their 

gardens and landscapes.   

 A Master Gardener Level 2 class was offered for the 

first time this year in Chester.  The three class participants 

learned advanced gardening techniques including plant 

propagation, how to identify common diseases in the yard 

and garden and how to improve their gardening experi-

ences.  One participant has used his knowledge gained in 

the Master Gardener series to maintain and expand his ap-

ple orchard.  Another participant also fulfilled her volun-

teer requirement of 30 community service hours so that she 

could take part in the Master Gardener Level 3 course of-

fered in Bozeman during the summer.  Participants in both 

classes were able to take the knowledge theyôve gained and 

share it with others to create healthier living capabilities in 

Liberty County. 

Learning How to Prune  
One area that the Liberty County Extension Advisory 

Council felt was important to address in the community 

was that of how to conduct springtime pruning.  A pruning 

workshop was conducted in April with Toby Day of Mon-

tana State University Extension at the Liberty Community 

and Senior Center.  Toby presented to a lunch crowd of 

approximately 70 people and then conducted an outdoor 

workshop about proper pruning techniques.  This pruning 

workshop utilized young trees at the Senior Center  which 

were able to be shaped and trimmed appropriately.  This 

not only will enhance the Senior Center as the trees are 

pruned correctly in the future but has also been a financial 

benefit to the Senior Center.  Proper pruning techniques 

utilized by those that attended the training will also save 

residents money and time in the future. 

 

Who Gets Grandmaôs Yellow Pie Plate?
Marsha Goetting, M.S.U. Extension family economics spe-

cialist, came to Chester in the fall of 2012 as part of a re-

gional estate planning tour.  She addressed approximately 

90 people in two different locations during her visit.  Top-

ics in the presentations included answering questions about 

property ownership after death as well as other financial 

estate planning tools that people could utilize.  These top-

ics were pertinent to every age group as everyone needs to 

know how to be prepared for life changing events.  Atten-

dees came away from the presentations having a better un-

derstanding of steps they will need to take to insure a 

smooth transition of property ownership from the present 

generation to the next. 

Toby Day, Extension Horticulture Specialist, demonstrates proper 
planting depth of a young tree to a group of home gardeners.  

Three residents of Hill and Liberty counties completed the Montana 
Master Gardener Level 2 class in March, 2013.  To certify as Master 
Gardeners participants needed to pass a test and complete a service 
component.  
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You Want Me to Do What?  
Demonstrations are a key component of any youthôs 4-H 

experience.  Liberty County 4-H has approximately 40 

school age youth and 20 volunteers involved in the 4-H pro-

gram.  Over the past approximately nine years a county 

demonstration or event day has not been held locally.  This 

has led to a decline in the speaking opportunities that youth 

have in a 4-H and public setting.  In early 2013 volunteer 

leaders, in cooperation with the Extension office, took 

charge and organized a county event day for June 2013.  

Approximately 15 youth attended the 2013 county event 

day participating in demonstrations, interviews, 4-H pledge 

recitations, fashion revue and a training on how to judge.  

Many of the youth involved were Cloverbud and first or 

second year members, making the future bright for contin-

ued success of a county event day.   Many of the youth that 

gave demonstrations also took those same presentations on 

to the Marias Fair where they gave them to representatives 

from the fair.  County event day not only benefited youth 

but led to several 4-H alumni re-enrolling as local 4-H vol-

unteers.  These volunteers bring a wealth of knowledge and 

enthusiasm for the 4-H program and are welcome additions. 

Future Leaders  
Every two years Montana 4-H 

sponsors Citizenship Seminar, a 

three day event held in Helena 

and the state capital.  Two local 4

-H youth represented Liberty 

County this year at the event.  

The youth had the opportunity to 

prepare legislative bills of their 

own with assistance from the  

local high school history teacher.  

These legislative bills were per-

sonal to each youth and represented what they deemed im-

portant issues at the state and the county levels.  Youth were 

then able to take their prospective bills through the legisla-

tive process.  They began the process by working through 

committees who could potentially amend their bills before 

voting for them to be advanced or not.  Both Liberty County 

youth had their bills advanced to the legislative floor where 

they were able to present and debate their bills in front of 

their peers in a mock session.  These youth learned not only 

how their state government works but also that they have 

the potential to influence the legislative process works as 

responsible citizens of the state. 

 

Cows and Pigs and Goats  
Livestock judging has played a significant role in the his-

tory of Liberty County 4-H.  However in recent years, with-

out proper guidance it has fallen to the wayside.  In 2013 

three 4-H youth from Liberty County worked and practiced 

with other 4-Hôers from neighboring counties to improve 

their livestock judging capabilities.  This has real life im-

pacts as these youth not only take livestock to the local fair 

but also live on ranches where the choices that they are 

learning to make could make the difference in whether they 

are successful ranchers in the future or not.  Youth took the 

time to learn the basics of livestock judging and how to de-

fend their reasons before a panel of judges.  After several 

practice sessions of judging cattle, sheep, goats and pigs 

youth represented Liberty County at the Montana 4-H Con-

gress in Bozeman where they placed seventh in the team 

competition.   

A group of happy Cloverbud and first year 4 -H members exhibit their 
certificates after participating in Liberty County Event Day.  

Back to the 4 -H Basics and More!  

A member of the Liberty County livestock judging team looks over 
the qualities of a market steer at a team practice in Whitlash.  

Liberty County 4 -H members 
with Montana Representative 
Steve Schwaderer.  


