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Cutworms and Sawflies and Midges, Oh My! 
Insect Pests Try to Impact Liberty County Agricultural Production 

Surveys that monitor for differ-

ent insect pests are not new in 

Liberty County.  Pests of focus 

include the wheat stem sawfly, 

two species of cutworm and the 

orange wheat blossom midge. 

 Each year in the late 

summer and early fall, moths 

begin flying, which is an omen of potential destruction.  The 

adult moths are not harmful yet their offspring, known as 

cutworms are detrimental to young wheat plants in the 

springtime.  The most damaging are the pale western cut-

worm and army cutworm.  Pheromone traps, which monitor 

adult populations through trap catches, give area growers and 

researchers an idea of the potentially damaging populations 

the next spring.  Liberty County is among a select few coun-

ties in Montana that monitors not only for those two cutworm 

species but also for a third species, the dingy cutworm, 

whose impact is still being researched.   

 The wheat stem sawfly has been a major pest for many 

years and in all likelihood will continue to be. Steps are taken 

on a yearly basis in hopes of lessening the millions of dollars 

in crop losses which are accrued each year.  One step taken 

in Liberty County is the distribution of wheat stem sawfly 

parasitoids, natural enemies of the sawfly.  The distribution 

of these beneficial parasitoid insects, coupled with farming 

practices that enhance parasitoid survival are basic steps that 

anyone can take to make an impact in sawfly populations. 

 The orange 

wheat blossom 

midge is a pest in 

northeastern Mon-

tana as well as 

around the Kalispell 

area.  Nevertheless, 

monitoring programs 

have been underway 

in the Golden Trian-

gle for the past sev-

eral years.  With the 

discovery of the 

midge in Pondera 

County in 2011, ef-

forts were increased 

to trap for the midges  

near areas of stand-

ing water or irrigated 

fields in 2012.  In 

Liberty County, traps 

were distributed in 

irrigated spring wheat and checked daily from the time the 

wheat was 50% headed until the wheat was finished flower-

ing.  Fortunately there is no indication thus far that orange 

wheat blossom midges have infested Liberty County.   

 Being able to provide research based information to area 

growers based on these surveys is part of the mission and 

impact that Liberty County Extension makes in the county. 
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Pale  western cutworm (upper left corner) 
and cutworm trap (above)  north of Joplin, 
Montana. 
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Liberty County Extension works diligently with other 

Golden Triangle counties to bring the latest in research and 

solutions to ag producers each year by way of a multiple 

day cropping seminar. 

 Area Extension agents choose topics for the cropping 

seminar each year based on local needs.  In January 2012 

researchers came from across the state of Montana to pre-

sent the most recent updates on topics including crop in-

sects, wheat variety trials, soil fertility, small grain diseases, 

and services offered by the Montana State Grain Labora-

tory. 

 The cropping seminar in Liberty County is always a 

well supported program because area producers know that 

it is a quality program that will provide them with knowl-

edge to produce better products.  Better production prac-

tices can lead to more efficient use of natural resources as 

well.  This is often accomplished by educating growers not 

only on the cost effectiveness of spraying pesticides at cer-

tain crop stages but also if spraying a pesticide is the best 

solution at the time. 

 In 2012 over 60 private pesticide applicators of ap-

proximately 110 licensed individuals in Liberty County  

attended the local cropping seminar.  These applicators 

earned credits which will help them maintain their pesticide 

licenses in case they need to apply restricted use pesticides 

on their crops in order to better control insect, disease and 

plant pests. 

East Butte and Haystack Butte repose in the background as a 
spray plane flies over the wheat fields of Liberty County. 
(Photo courtesy of Janice Hendrickson) 

Liberty County 

Cereal grain production is a large part of the agricultural prosper-
ity of Liberty County.  (Photo courtesy of Janice Hendrickson) 

Staying up to speed on current research and passing that 

information on to Liberty County residents is a service pro-

vided by the Liberty County Extension office. The Exten-

sion office’s programming is multi-faceted.  Helping resi-

dents with their farming and gardening, teaching healthy 

lifestyles and providing character building programs for our 

youth are a few examples of how the Liberty County Exten-

sion office makes an impact in the community.  

The Marias Fair– Over 70 Years of Four 

County Cooperation 
The Marias Fair consists of Glacier, Liberty, Pondera and 

Toole counties.  Each year the Marias Fair enjoys very gener-

ous support from the surrounding communities, financially 

and in the amount of time that volunteers contribute.  In 2012 

the Marias 4-H Market Animal Auction raised $393,000 for 4-

H market animal producers.  This support requires that youth 

maintain high quality market animals.  To help with this, mar-

ket quality assurance and market animal carcass evaluations 

were taught to over 150 youth and their families.  These an-

nual programs help youth focus on the reasons behind their 4-

H projects, helping them provide a high quality product to 

buyers while teaching responsibility and ethics to these aspir-

ing livestock producers. 

 Liberty County youth were awarded several top honors 

during the Marias Fair, both in livestock and consumer science 

projects.  These successes highlight the hard work and dili-

gence that are put in not only by the 4-Hers but also by the 

parents and 4-H leaders.   The high quality projects completed 

in 4-H are creating lasting impressions upon this generation of 

4-H members and will help mold them into future leaders. 

Welcome to Liberty County 

Liberty County Extension Reaches Out to Ag Producers 



Montana State University Extension 2 

Community Involvement 

Hygiene for Little Hands 
During the months of January and February the Liberty 

County Extension agent visited the kindergarten, first and 

second grade classes of the Chester-Joplin-Inverness Ele-

mentary School.  Students were taught about proper hand 

washing techniques in a way that introduced them to just 

how easy it is to spread germs if they didn’t wash their 

hands properly.  Students were first given a small dab of 

glow lotion and asked to rub it onto their hands.  They 

were then invited to put their lotioned hands under a black 

light that showed them where the lotion had been rubbed 

in.  Students were then asked to wash their hands well and 

come back to examine their newly washed hands under the 

black light.  The black light showed the children where 

they didn’t properly wash, such as under their fingernails, 

on the backs of their hands and on their wrists.  The class 

was taught to approximately 45 students in those grades.  

As proper hand washing techniques are further taught and 

followed, it is hopeful that absenteeism due to sickness will 

drop in the elementary school. 

 

Healthy Lifestyle Habits for Adults 
The Liberty County Extension office was awarded a $2000 

grant through the Montana Cardiovascular Health Program 

and the Montana Department of Public Health and Human 

Services in 2012.  This grant provided funds for blood 

pressure, sodium intake reduction, and cholesterol educa-

tion.  The Extension office participated in the 2012 Liberty 

County Medical Center’s Health Fair to help spread the 

word about these important health topics.  An automated 

blood pressure cuff was also made available at the health 

fair and resides with the county nurse to allow for greater 

usefulness.  Over 70 people have used the automated blood 

pressure cuff, helping identify those whose blood pressure 

may need to have further attention from a medical profes-

sional. 

 In addition to promoting healthy diet choices through 

the health fair, the Extension office also worked with the 

Liberty Medical Center to establish healthy snack guide-

lines for their vending machines, which serve approxi-

mately 100 employees. 

 

Master Gardeners Learn Life Lessons  
The 2012 Liberty County Extension Master Gardener class 

met during the months of February and March to learn 

about various aspects of gardening and yard maintenance.  

Classes were taught by utilizing prerecorded lectures from 

the MSU Master Gardener coordinator and live lectures 

from the local county Extension agent.  Guest speakers 

were invited to contribute to the class as well.   

 Approximately halfway through the eight week class 

one of the Master Gardener class attendees was tragically 

killed in a train accident.  This impacted the class greatly 

and led them to petition the MSU Master Gardener pro-

gram to grant an honorary Master Gardener Level 1 certifi-

cate to the family of their late classmate.  This experience 

and the lessons learned from the class helped unite the 

class in purpose.  Class members have used the knowledge 

gained to help run a newly established greenhouse, learned 

improved techniques for home gardening, and imple-

mented teachings into farm settings. 

  The five class members completed the course and 

passed the Level 1 exam and are currently working on their 

20 hours of community service to become certified Level 1 

Master Gardeners. 

The 2012 Liberty County Master Gardener class set forth on an eight 
week tour, learning about various aspects of gardening and applying 

those to real life situations. 

The Chester-Joplin-Inverness kindergarten class learned about 
the importance of good hygiene practices, like washing their 

hands.  
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Celebrating Montana’s 4-H Centennial 
In collaboration with Montana 4-H’s centennial celebration, 

the Liberty County 4-H Council formed a centennial com-

mittee to utilize local 4-H alumni in showcasing Liberty 

County 4-H history.  This committee is composed of current 

and former Liberty County 4-H leaders.  They came up with 

ideas to unify Liberty County 4-H through community ac-

tivities, such as a progressive display honoring Liberty 

County 4-H’s involvement, a coloring contest for children, a 

beard growing contest, homecoming float and recognition of 

4-H families in Liberty County who have been involved in 4

-

H 

for three generations or more.  

 The progressive display, which consists of the photo 

book, trivia questions, pamphlets advertising 4-H, as well as 

current 4-H activities, has been displayed at various loca-

tions around Chester and has generated a positive response 

from community members.  As a resident of the local as-

sisted living facility stated, “I’ve read every single word of 

the display!”  The display has allowed 4-H alumni and lead-

ers to reconnect to the current 4-H program and has helped 

to build interest in 4-H once again in Liberty County. 

 

Continuing to Serve 
Service has always been a key component of 4-H involve-

ment in Liberty County.  One of the long standing service 

projects involving Liberty County 4-H has been the spring 

highway cleanup each year.  This year 22 youth and adult 

leaders gathered on a windy May afternoon to pick up litter 

along a two mile stretch of Highway 2 east of Chester.  

Youth can take pride in knowing that they are doing their 

part to make Liberty County a cleaner and healthier place to 

live.  4-H youth also are learning the impacts of littering and 

what it means to be good stewards of the land and the com-

munity. 

Sweet Grass Clovers 4-H Club  
Valentine’s Day can be a lonely day for some.  Liberty 

County’s newest 4-H club, the Sweet Grass Clovers, set out 

to remedy that.  Club members took Valentine’s Day cards 

and treats to the local assisted living facility’s 25 residents 

for an afternoon of reading and service.  The young Clover-

bud club has 10 members, ranging from kindergarten to sec-

ond grade, many of whom are first generation 4-H mem-

bers.  These young 4-H members are learning not only 

about 4-H and all that it offers but also how giving back to 

the community through service enriches the lives of so 

many people. 

Liberty County 4-H Contributes to the Community 

A member of the newly formed Sweet Grass Clovers 4-H club reads to 

an elderly gentleman at the local assisted living facility. 

Liberty County 4-H’s photo history has been part of a pro-

gressive display touring Liberty County during 2012. 

Liberty County 4-Hers gather after collecting litter along a two mile 

stretch of Highway 2. 


