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Fair Thank You’s
The Fair went very smoothly this year, and there are many people that
helped organize and implement many of the activities at the Fair. At the
risk of leaving someone out, | would like to thank a few people who went
“above and beyond” the call of duty to help out.

Hats off to:

- Allison Fenley and Nikki Bailey for many hours of preparation and work
before, during, and after the Fair

- Jessica Sloan for managing the Food Booth

- Sue Neumann for coordinating the Grade School exhibits

- Sue Evans for coordinating the Fine Art entries

- Marilyn Deichmann for coordinating the FFA/FCCLA
and Open Class entries

- Fair Board members John Sampsel, Rick Caquelin,
Jackie Urick, Lennie McDonald, Dave Roen, Marilyn
Deichmann, and Powell Becker for help with set-up
and activities throughout the Fair

- Fair Superintendants Janna Kay LeMond, Rob
Grove, Amilee Hill, and Georgia Bingham for
assisting with animal exhibits and shows

- Gabe Schmitt for setting up and maintaining the
sound system

- Bailey Wertheimer and Brooke Vincent for doing a great job with the
market animal photos

- Doc Gee for working the arena for the horse show

- Rory and Laura Gondeiro for donating wood chips

- Roger Riley and Troy Delaney for hauling wood chips

- Seth Whitney and Erik Seilstad for assistance throughout the Fair

- Lyle Allen for volunteering auctioneer services for the Livestock Sale
- Sarah Bracha for coordinating the parade

- Amy McDonald for organizing the 4-H Foundation Auction
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Ambassador Fall Training
It is time for Ambassador Fall Training once again! This year’s training
will be held October 15-17" at Fairmont Hot Springs. The cost is
$130.00, which includes meals and lodging. There may be financial
assistance available through our county Ambassador fund, or you can
check with your club to see if they will assist you with registration
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Nov. 14 District 3 Make
It With Wool Contest
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fees. Each county can send one Senior
Ambassador, one Junior Ambassador, and two
prospective ambassadors, in addition to a key
leader. Our current Senior Ambassador is Katie
Vincent, and our Junior Ambassador is Dawson
Auck.

County Ambassadors serve in various roles of
leadership and 4-H promotion on a county and
state level. Some of the responsibilities may
include: promoting 4-H with potential members,
parents, and the general public, helping conduct
various county, district, and state events,
recruiting new 4-H members, and assisting in
planning and conducting State 4-H
Congress. Prospective ambassadors could
potentially begin serving their county at 4-H
Congress next year, so now is a great time to
check out the program and see what it is all
about! Please see the Montana 4-H website for
more information: www.montana4h.org. Click on
‘Programs,” then “Youth Leadership
Opportunities.”

Fall training is a chance to learn more about the
ambassador program, share ideas with other
ambassadors across the state and get re-
energized about 4-H. This training will be an
exciting, hands-on experience which will teach
you leadership and communication skills needed
to be an active county ambassador. The
weekend will also include fun social activities:
swimming, games, dances, a formal dinner, and
entertainment. The registration cost is $130.00
per person, but the 4-H Council pays 20% of
fees for participants. Please contact the
Extension Office if you are interested in learning
more about this training or the Ambassador
program.

Local 4-H News

Record Books and Project Awards
This year, we have made some changes to the
procedure we’ve had in previous years for record
books. Completed record books will be due to
your leaders by September 10th, but the books

themselves will no longer be judged. Instead,
members will indicate on a form provided by club
leaders if you would like to participate in an
interview to be eligible for project awards.

Awards will be given for each project winner in
the beginner, intermediate, and senior age
categories. It is still required that you turn in your
record book, but the project award interviews are
completely voluntary. This revised process will
give 4-H members another opportunity to polish
interview and communication skills, share what
they learned and accomplished in their project,
and receive positive feedback in various project
areas. Interviews will take place on September
30th beginning at 6:30 p.m. at the Courthouse.
We would like to encourage members to try
something new by participating in this process.
Contact the Extension Office with any questions.

Tips for Record Books

Hopefully you have been keeping up on your
record books throughout the year, so all you have
to do now is put on the finishing touches! Be
sure you have completed the “My 4-H Year” form,
the project/financial journal, and animal journal (if
applicable) for each project. You will need at
least 3 goals for each project listed on the project
journal form. Your project books must have
seven completed activities that have been signed
off by your project leader, 4-H leader, or
helper. In order to be eligible for awards in
various project areas, you must include a 4-H
story that details your experience with a particular
project. It's also a good idea to personalize your
record book by including photos, articles, ribbons,
or other memorabilia. Please feel free to contact
the Extension Office or your 4-H leader if you
have any questions.

New 4-H Year!
October 1 will mark the beginning of the 2009-
2010 4-H vyear. Re-enrollment and new
enrollment forms will be available soon, and we
would like to encourage you to return your
completed forms to your club leaders as soon as
possible. All enroliments are due to the
Extension Office by November 15". Any youth
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who will turn 6 years old during the 4-H year
(October 1 - Sept. 30) can join 4-H
Cloverbuds.  Cloverbuds is the only project
available for youth between the ages of 6 and
8. Youth who turn 9 during the 4-H year can join
as a full 4-H member. Project guides are
available at the Extension Office, so start thinking
about the projects you would like to continue in
and any new projects you might like to try!

Carcass Competition Results
Congratulations to this year’s carcass competition
winners!

Beef:
Grand Champion: Brooke Vincent
Reserve Champion: Ember Drivdahl

<=
CNC)

Sheep:
Grand Champion: Hannah Mikeson
Reserve Champion: Tyson Wilhelms

Swine:
Grand Champion: Nick Metcalfe
Reserve Champion: Valerie Johnson

Full carcass results are available by calling the
Extension Office.

Club Financial Reports Due!

The Annual Summary Financial Report is due to
the Extension Office by September 30,
2008. This report creates an open, public record
of each club’s finances and fulfills state and
federal audit requirements. Directions for
completing the report can be found on page 12 of
the 4-H Club Treasurer's Book. If you have any
questions please contact Janna.

4-H Council Meeting and Fair Review
The 4-H Council meeting is scheduled for
Wednesday, September 9" at 6:30 p.m. at the
Courthouse. We will be reviewing this year’s
Fair, so please come with your constructive
comments and suggestions. 4-H project guides
and enrollment forms will be available for leaders
at this meeting, so please plan to attend.

Spirit of 4-H Awards at Judith Basin

County Fair

Congratulations to the Spirit of 4-H Award
winners for 2008-2009. The junior winner was
Breyer Hill and the senior winners were Kate
Lilegard and Garth Fiedler. These members
were nominated for their leadership, citizenship,
and other qualities that exemplify the “Spirit” of
4-H. This award was sponsored by Basin Angus
and is in memory of Jim Fiedler, Jr.
Congratulations to this year’s recipients!

Mini-Congress
Teton County would like to invite you to save the
date of Thursday, October 15 for Mini-Congress in
Teton County. Members ages 9-14 will be invited
to take part in a variety of workshops. Watch for
more information coming soon. To be included on
an electronic mailing list for mini-congress, please
respond to jwolery@montana.edu.

4-H Exchange Club

We are gearing up to form a 4-H Exchange Club
again this year. We had planned to hold an
Exchange last year, but things didn’t work out.
We have a lot more time to prepare now, and we
would like to recruit some more 4-H members! |If
you are in grades 8-12, you are eligible to
participate. We will plan to travel during the
summer of 2010, so we will need to get started on
fundraising as soon as possible. We may have an
opportunity to exchange with a group in
Pennsylvania. Highlights would include a visit to
Hershey Park, a tour of Amish country, a day trip
to the shore for fun in the sun, and historic sights
such as Gettysburg or Philadelphia.

The 4-H Exchange program provides a two year
exchange with another state. One year we host,
the other year we travel; 5-7 days during the
summer. 4-H members interested in participating
must earn money through fundraising for their
traveling money to other states, an occasional
lunch/dinner out and souvenirs while in the other
state or for paying for their guest while hosting.
Members are expected to attend most of the
meetings and fundraisers. 4-H families provide
housing during our hosting year and the 4-H'er
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must pay for everything (entry fees, bus trips, etc.)
that the guest does during the visit. The guest will
be responsible for their own spending money for
souvenirs and the occasional lunch/dinner out.

Why should you participate?

By participating in this program, 4-H members:
work cooperatively with groups and individuals;
build new friendships;
learn to cope with new and changing

situations;
identify and solve problems;
use tact, diplomacy and good manners;
recognize different values and beliefs;
assume personal responsibility;
develop a sense of pride in our community;
gain positive citizenship skills;
learn money management skills; AND (last but
definitely not least)
HAVE TONS OF FUN!!

Please contact the Extension Office for more
information or to add your name to the list. We
will be having a “get organized” meeting sometime
this fall.

4-H Volunteer Screening

The safety and wellbeing of youth and adult
participants in the Montana 4-H Program is
paramount to the continued success of the
program. Through consultation with volunteers,
agents, Extension Administration, MSU Safety
and Risk Management, and MSU Legal Counsel,
the Montana 4-H program will be changing
volunteer screening procedures to include criminal
background checks of 4-H volunteers that serve in
a direct youth contact capacity with the program.

Policies and procedures for this process are being
developed with input from the aforementioned
groups. Upon approval, policies and procedures
will be available in late summer. Anticipated cost
will be approximately $10 - $12 per volunteer, with
this cost being assumed by the volunteers
themselves or the county 4-H program. The
Judith Basin County 4-H Council has not yet
determined how costs will be handled this year.
Implementation of the new screening procedure is

the 2009 - 2010 4-H year beginning October 1,
2009. Please contact the Extension Office if you
have questions or would like additional
information.

National 4-H Week

National 4-H Week is October 5-11. This would
be a good time to invite potential members to sit
in on a club meeting or activity. It also meansitis
time to start thinking about re-enrollment and
projects for next year. Items to promote National
4-H week in your community are available at
www.4-hbrandnetwork.org.

State 4-H News

Tribute to Volunteer Excellence
Nomination

Once again, the Montana 4-H Program will be
recognizing outstanding contributions of volunteer
leaders with the Tribute to Excellence Award at
the Montana 4-H Leadership Forum. Each
county may nominate one leader to be
considered for this award. One leader from each
district will be selected to receive the award.

Nominees should be those who have made a
unique, innovative, special contribution to or
impact on the 4-H program, positively affecting
the lives of youth, and creating a standard of
excellence that helps motivate and encourage
others. The nomination form may be
accompanied by two letters of support, with
evidence of the applicant’s affect on 4-H youth
education and commitment to excellence. One
letter should be from an Extension staff member
and the other should be from a person (youth or
adult) who has been impacted by the
applicant. Nominations must be received by the
Montana 4-H Center by September 15™. Please
think about someone you know who would be
deserving of this award, and contact the
Extension Office to put in your nomination.

2009 4-H State Leaders Forum
District 4 is pleased to announced that the
registration materials for the 2009 Montana 4-H
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Leadership Forum have been uploaded to the
Forum website: http://www.richland.org/
extension/4H/leadersforum/index.html

“Harvest Your Leadership Potential” is the theme
for the Forum which will take place in Sidney,
September 25 - 26. The keynote speaker is
Michelle Cummings. She is a highly-regarded
consultant in the areas of leadership,
teambuilding, and experiential learning. Other
highlights will include an evening of entertainment
by cowboy poet D.W. Grother and tons of fun-
filled workshops! Grant assistance is available to
first-time attendees.

Montana State 4-H Horse Show
While not all the details are ironed out,
registration information for the Montana 4-H
Horse Show in Lewistown is on the Fergus
County MSU Extension website at http:/
www.tein.net/~msufergus/Statehorseshow/
index.htm

The State 4-H Horse Show will be held on
October 2-4 and a draft class list (almost final) is
available for your review. Feel free to contact the
Fergus County Extension Office at 535-3919 with
any questions you may have.

NILE Merit Heifer Program
The Northern International Livestock Exposition
(NILE) is once again taking applications for
participants in the 2010 NILE Merit Heifer
Program. The Merit Heifer program is a "live
animal" scholarship that strives to help youth get a
start in the beef cattle business by awarding heifer
calves to participants chosen based on merit,
future goals and ability to care for the animal.
During the program duration, participants are
responsible for raising the heifer, arranging for her
to be bred, completing the record keeping
procedure and bringing the animal back one year
later as a bred replacement heifer for exhibit at
the NILE Stock Show. Any youth ages 13-17,
who is a 4-H or FFA member may apply. All
applications must be postmarked by September
15, 2009. This year the NILE will select twenty-
five recipients and match them up with donors

from across the region. In addition to applications
from eligible recipients, the NILE is also taking
applications from ranches wishing to participate
through the donation of a heifer calf.
For more information and applications regarding
the Merit Heifer Program, please go
to: www.meritheifer.com or call the NILE office at
(406) 256-2495.

Montana 4-H Horse Helmet Policy

2009-2010 Changes
Please note that there are statewide changes to
the Horse Helmet policy for the new 4-H year. A
certified equestrian helmet with safety harness
fastened will be required in over fence classes
and speed events at shows and any practice
sessions (clinics, open riding, etc.)

In addition, participants in the 4-H horse project
will be required to attend a helmet education
workshop once as a junior member (ages 9-13)
and once as a senior 4-H member (14 years and
over). The Montana 4-H Center encourages the
use of ASTM certified/SEI approved safety
helmets for all equine events. Horse helmet
workshops will be scheduled later this fall.

Shooting Sports Leader Training

A shooting sports leader training is scheduled for
September 25th and 26th in Bozeman, MT. This
training will include a few new disciplines including
Cowboy Shooting and Coordinator Training. The
registration deadline is September 14th.
Registration forms and the required pre-test are
available by contacting the Extension Office.
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