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SELECTING YOUR APIARY SITE

Want nectar and pollen sources within 2 miles

Water within ½ mile

 Good Drainage

 Northern Wind-break

 Vehicle access

 Predators and Vandals

 Respect your neighbors!



YOUR BASIC HIVE SET-UP

http://denrig.com/bees.htmlhttp://www.flickr.com/photos/42404079@N06/3909115742/



WHEN TO INSTALL YOUR BEES

Want to install when weather is good

 Either early morning or late in the evening

Want bees to remain in the hive and get use to 
their new home

 Remember once you have selected a hive 
location and put your bees there, it is set. If you 
want to move them you will need to move them 
at least 3 miles away or they will return to their 
original hive location



Hive body with division board feeder and 3 center frames removed

Courtesy of D. Baumbauer



3 lb package of honeybees. You can order these to be delivered via 

UPS or USPS



First you want to remove 

the can from the package

Courtesy of D. Baumbauer



Next Find the Queen Cage in the box. There are several ways to release the 

queen

1) Direct Release-remove the plug and release her directly into the hive 

2) Indirect Release-you can replace the cork plug with a mini-marshmallow 

and the workers can eat their way to the queen

3) Leave the queen in her cage with the cork plug for another day or two and 

allow the workers to become use to her then direct release her

BE CAREFUL AND DON’T LOSE HER

Courtesy of D. Baumbauer



Pour the bees into the hive, give the box a good whack to break up the bee 

cluster and shake out the bees into the hive body, get out as many as you can





Place the box with any remaining bees near the entrance and hopefully they will 

find their way home. 

Courtesy of D. Baumbauer



Replace the frames

Courtesy of D. Baumbauer



Place the Queen Cage between the 2 center frames

Courtesy of D. Baumbauer



FEEDING BEES

 2 parts sugar to 1 part water if starting with foundation. If 
have drawn comb can use 1:1 sugar to water ratio. Be 
careful not to burn the sugar, carmelization is harmful to 
the bees

 Can treat for Nosema at this stage, most bee packages 
have Nosema so can treat with Fumagillin in sugar water.

 Feed bees syrup for as long as they take it. Want to stop 
Fumagillin-B treatment 4 weeks before onset of honey 
flow. 

 Can also supplement with artificial pollen source, pollen 
patties to help get brood established-you can buy pollen 
patties already made or can get a dry mix and make them 
yourself (MegaBee, Broodbuilder)



Place sugar syrup in your 

feeder and close up the 

hive. You are finished! 

Come back in a few days 

and either remove the 

empty queen cage or 

release the queen into the 

hive.



ONLINE RESOURCES

 Installing Bee Packages 

 http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Ek7dDtZ0lK8

 For additional information visit:

 http://www.msuextension.org/drwanner/honeybee/h

oneybee.html

 Contact me at: jcgress@gmail.com if you have any 

additional questions
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