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Honeybees  In Montana 

Agriculture

ÅHoney Production

ïMontana ranked 4th in the US in value of honey 

production in 2009

ïIn 2009, nearly 10 million pounds of honey were 

produced in the state with a value over $12 

million dollars

ÅñExportò of ñLaborò= Pollination



Site Registration Categories

ÅGeneral Apiary (Commercial)
ï3 miles from general apiaries registered to other persons.

ÅPollination Apiary
ïLand must be used for the purpose of growing commercial seed, 
fruit, or other crop dependent on pollination. SOMEONE ELSEôS 
BEES.

ÅLandowner Apiary
ïMust own the land upon which the apiary will be located.

ïMust own the bees and hives and must personally manage and 
operate them.

ÅHobbyist Apiary
ïFive or less hives, all placed in one apiary. Must own the bees 

and hives and must personally manage and operate them.

ïOne hobbyist registration per applicant and two per family unit.



Montana Apiculture Act

Å80-6-101 thru 315 MCA

ÅAny individual who owns or posseses SIX 
(ELEVEN per family unit) or more colonies of 
bees must register the site before April 1 each 
year 

Å2010,$11 per site (Montana State Beekeepers 
Association proposed $15 per site but the ARM 
have not been approved)  

ÅBeeôs= Apis mellifera and European subspecies, 
NOT A. m. scutellata or A. m. capensis.  
Africanized honey bees are pests!!



Statute Changes 2009

ÅHobbyists NOT required to register or be 
inspected.  Can be inspected if another 
beekeeper requests and pays for the 
inspection.

ÅApplication fee ($10) only charged the first 
time applicant registers bees in Montana and 
is added to the database.

Å24-hour landowner notice before Department 
personnel can enter private land to inspect 
apiary sites.



ÅHOBBYISTS CAN REQUEST AN 

INSPECTION

ïWILL BE CHARGED REGULAR RATES

Å$20 PER HOUR

ÅMILEAGE

ÅPER DIEM, IF APPLICABLE

ïWILL ONLY BE ABLE TO DO IF TIME 

ALLOWS

ïTHIS IS AN EXTRA SERVICE



Registered Beekeepers

Å247 Beekeepers registered in 2009.

ï208 in 2008.  Net gain of 39 beekeepers.
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Number of Hives

Å150,388 Hives in Montana in 2009.

ï148,919 in 2008.
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Registered Sites

Å5,192 Registered sites in 2009. 4,969 General sites. 

Å5,110 in 2008.
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Landowner Sites

Å169 Landowner sites in 2009.
ï 139 in 2008.  Many landowner and hobbyist beekeepers can register as 

either.  Some commercial beekeepers have landowner sites.  

ÅLandowner= all bees and hives owned and personally 

managed by the landowner MCA 80-6-113.
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Hobbyist Sites

Å54 Hobby sites registered in 2009.
ï47 in 2008.  Encouraging continued registration in 2010.

ÅHobbyist= no more than 5 hives 80-6-114 (c).
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Number of Hives per Operation
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Size of Registered Operations

While the vast majority of sites in MT are commercial sites, but the majority of 

registered beekeepers are hobbyists and landowners.



Why Register?

ÅDisease prevention and control



EXAMPLE

ÅAnother beekeeper called 
about hive health 

ÅMontana City/East Helena area

Å6 Hobbyists (2 were not 
registered) in a small area 
surrounded by commercial 
sites

Å3 ñoperationsò with AFB

Å7 hives burned by the 
beekeepers at the request of 
the Department

ÅWhat happens if none of these 
beekeepers are registered?



Why Register?
ÅDisease prevention and control

ÅInformation for pesticide applicators

BEE CAUTION:  May Kill Honey Bees In 

Substantial Numbers

ÅThis product is highly toxic to bees exposed to 

direct treatment or residues on blooming crops 

or weeds. Do not apply this product or allow it 

to drift to blooming crops if bees are visiting 

the treatment area.



BEE CAUTION:  May Kill Honey Bees In 

Substantial Numbers

Å This product is highly toxic to bees exposed to direct treatment or 

residues on blooming crops or weeds. Do not apply this product or 

allow it to drift to blooming crops if bees are visiting the treatment 

area.

MDA Guidelines

ÅLocate apiary sites-

Easier if the site is 

registered!!!

ÅCommunication

ÅLess toxic if possible

ÅTiming and Temperature



Why Register?

ÅDisease prevention 

and control

ÅInformation for 

pesticide applicators

ÅStatistics

ÅDispute mediation

ÅResources
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Delinquent Beekeepers

ÅIf you are required to register. Re-registration 

deadline April 1, late fee of 10% or $10 

whichever is greater. 

ÅNot registered by June 1, registration rights can 

be forfeited.

Are you guys registered?



Why Inspect Your Bees?

Å80-6-201. To prevent the spread of pests 

and contagious and infectious diseases 

among apiaries.  

ÅPrevent the entry or spread of diseases 

and pests not know to occur in Montana.



Commercial Pollination

ÅSome Montana beekeepers do 
commercial pollination.

ïApples, cherries, small vegetable acreages, 
specialty seed crops, etc.

ÅRoughly 100% of Montana commercial 
beekeepers go to almond pollination in 
California.

Sanfoin front and 

Canola back

Happy bee



ÅHives leave Montana on 
semi trailers in the fall/early 
winter

ÅOverwinter in California

ÅAlmond pollination in 
February-March

ÅBack to Montana in the 
spring via apples or other 
crops in WA, OR, etc.



Staging for Almonds





DISEASES OF HONEYBEES



DIS- EASE



VARTHROPODS

VOTHER ñLARGEò 

ORGANISMS

VSTANDARD ñDISEASESò

VCOLONY COLLAPSE 

DISORDER



WHAT, ME, WORRY?



BEES ARE 
SUSCEPTIBLE TO PESTS & 

DISEASES

EVERYONEªS



SMALLER 

ORGANISMS



ARTHROPODS



PREVENTION & TREATMENT

­TENDER LOVING CARE
­ESSENTIAL OILS
­MENTHOL 



ARTHROPODS


